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with the Holy Office in destroying his chief work, the no Considera- 
tions. He has been charged with being an Anabaptist. Schlatter 
defends him against so grievous an accusation. But it is clear that he 
belongs to none of the doctrinal types of the Reformation, and that he 
does belong to that older evangelical school to which Tauler and the 
Deutsche Theologie belong, and by that fact he is more closely related 
to the Anabaptists than to the German or Swiss Reformers. I surmise 
that the author has missed the most interesting and important histor- 
ical meaning of the man by his unwillingness to recognize that con- 
nection. 

Walter Rauschenbusch. 
Rochester Theological Seminars, 
Rochester, N. Y. 

Philtpp Melanchthon : Ein Lebensbild. Von Georg Ellin- 
ger. Mit einem Bildnis Melanchthons. Berlin : Gaertner. 
1902. Pp. xvi +624. 

A new life of Melanchthon may be justified either by the accumu- 
lation of new materials for it or by the desire to reach a circle of 
readers hitherto but little interested in the subject. Both these 
reasons have made their influence felt in the production of this book. 
Since the appearance of Schmidt's Life and Writings of Melanchthon 
in 1 86 1, many pamphlets concerning him have been published, each 
containing some small discovery, and all together affording a rich 
gleaning. The memorial year 1897 was especially prolific of these 
brochures. Ellinger has made good use of them. He has been led 
to write also by the desire to extend the knowledge of Melanchthon 
among the German people, to many of whom he is little more than an 
honored name. 

But this book is not adapted to the popular taste. Though " a 
hero of the Reformation," Melanchthon is not a popular hero. His 
quiet and uneventful life was one which no literary skill can make 
romantic to the world at large. But were it in itself more stirring and 
fascinating, Ellinger would not be read by many of the common 
people. For, first, his book is too bulky. And it is too bulky because it 
is diffuse. He seems to have supposed that condensation would make 
it difficult for ordinary readers, whereas few of them will have leisure 
for his prolixity. But, still further, his book lacks a dramatic element 
which he might have given it. In this respect it contrasts strongly 
with Richard's Philipp Melanchthon, which consists largely of excerpts 
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from letters and other documents of the sixteenth century, and is 
varied with dialogues and anecdotes from the pens of eye-witnesses. 
Ellinger has worked everything over in his own language, often to the 
sacrifice of vigor, of point, of raciness. 

But, after we have made these deductions, the value of the book 
remains great. It shows us, more clearly than any other biography of 
Melanchthon, the formation of his character, the genesis of his opin- 
ions and conduct, and the motives which led him to change his views 
of Christian doctrine at certain points. Its delineation of the inner 
Melanchthon has not been equalled. Especially is it to be com- 
mended for its frank abandonment of all efforts to make Melanchthon 
and Luther see exactly alike, and for its recognition of the early and 
long-continued divergence of some of their opinions. It is refreshing 
also in its portraiture of those characteristics of Luther by which 

Melanchthon was frequently wounded. 

Franklin Johnson. 
The University of Chicago. 

Bishop Butler. By W. A. Spooner, M.A., Fellow and Tutor of 
New College, Oxford, and Honorary Canon of Christ 
Church, Oxford. Boston and New York : Houghton, Mifflin 
& Co., 1901. Pp. vii + 262. $1, net. 

Two elaborate and sumptuous editions of Bishop Butler's works 
have been published within the last six years. This would seem to 
indicate that they still have an interest for the reading public — a matter 
of no surprise when we reflect how much there is in the temper and 
methods of Butler which falls in with the needs of our times and suits 
its scientific spirit. This new book, in no way pretending to compete 
with these larger works, has yet a worthy object of its own, which is : 
first, to view Butler in his historical setting, " to see him in the light 
of the times in which he lived, the questions with which his thoughts 
were occupied, the controversies in which he bore so leading a part." 
But, in the second place, the author endeavors to appraise the value of 
Butler's contributions to English thought. This task, philosophical 
rather than historical, is difficult, and requires here as elsewhere the 
ability and learning to separate the solid and permanent element in 
his writings from the more or less ephemeral and transitory. So only 
can the lessons of abiding interest be determined. Of these lessons 
which Butler taught, the author — rightly, as it seems to me — gives 
first place to his vindication of the originality, independence, and 



